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Women on Wilfrid Laurier University’s campus are getting a new outlet
to make their voices heard.
Her Campus, a new club at
Laurier, is an international publication that’s catered towards college
women with content created by
women.
Her Campus presidents Chelsea
Birtch and Andreia McLean started a
new chapter this year after discovering that Laurier wasn’t connected to
the organization.
“Laurier’s female population is so
involved already that having a media
source that caters generally towards
them just seemed like a really good
fit for this campus,” said McLean.
Birtch heard about Her Campus
online through a friend, whose
school had their own chapter. She
researched the organization and
started the Laurier chapter with
McLean.
According to the website, Her
Campus is a magazine and online publication started in 2009 by
Stephanie Kaplan, Windsor Hanger
and Annie Wang, three Harvard University undergraduates. Since then,
Her Campus has acquired over 4,000
contributors and is “the number
one global community for college
women.”
Each campus connected to Her
Campus has their own chapter
catered towards its particular school
with college women creating the
content.
“It’s a really cool network of
women creating this content that’s
relevant towards women,” said
McLean.
Her Campus also has a lot of international connections and opportunities, such as conferences, networking
and support for college women.
According to McLean, while the
publication is catered towards the
female demographic, the club isn’t
exclusive to females.
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Do you conform to a
healthy diet?

“I cheat here and there,
but its pretty strictly
chicken and rice.”
–Janelle Quinn, secondyear psychology

MATT SMITH/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Justin Trudeau, the Liberal Party of Canada leader, addressed students in the Student Life Centre Great Hall at the University of Waterloo last Wednesday,

“Yes.”
–Maurizio Gioffre, thirdyear business

“I try to keep all the
food groups in order.”
–Gregg Napier, thirdyear biology

“Yes.”
–Tony Mac, fourth-year
biology

HEATHER DAVIDSON/PHOTO EDITOR

The Wilfrid Laurier University and University of Waterloo football teams shake hands following the Hawks’ 44-0 victory at the “Battle of Waterloo.”

“Probably more so because the gym is really
easy to go to.”
–Brigitte Hillebrand,
fourth-year psychology
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COLOPHON
The Cord is the official student
newspaper of the Wilfrid Laurier University community.
Started in 1926 as the College
Cord, The Cord is an editorially independent newspaper
published by Wilfrid Laurier
University Student Publications,
Waterloo, a corporation without
share capital. WLUSP is governed by its board of directors.
Opinions expressed within
The Cord are those of the author
and do not necessarily refl ect
those of the editorial board, The
Cord, WLUSP, WLU or CanWeb
Printing Inc. All content appearing in The Cord bears the
copyright expressly of their
creator(s) and may not be used
without written consent.
The Cord is created using Macintosh computers running Mac
OS X 10.5 using Adobe Creative
Suite 4. Canon cameras are
used for principal photography.
The Cord has been a proud
member of the Ontario Press
Council since 2006. Any

unsatisfi ed complaints can
be sent to the council at info@
ontpress.com.
The Cord’s circulation for
a normal Wednesday issue
is 6,000 copies and enjoys a
readership of over 10,000. Cord
subscription rates are $20.00
per term for addresses within
Canada.
The Cord has been a proud
member of the Canadian University Press (CUP)since 2004.

PREAMBLE
The Cord will keep faith with
its readers by presenting news
and expressions of opinions
comprehensively, accurately
and fairly. The Cord believes
in a balanced and impartial
presentation of all relevant
facts in a news report, and of all
substantial opinions in a matter
of controversy.
The staff of The Cord shall
uphold all commonly held ethical conventions of journalism.
When an error of omission or of
commission has occurred, that
error shall be acknowledged

promptly. When statements
are made that are critical of an
individual, or an organization,
we shall give those affected
the opportunity to reply at the
earliest time possible. Ethical
journalism requires impartiality, and consequently conflicts
of interest and the appearance
of conflicts of interest will be
avoided by all staff.
The only limits of any newspaper are those of the world
around it, and so The Cord will
attempt to cover its world with a
special focus on Wilfrid Laurier
University, and the community
of Kitchener-Waterloo, and with
a special ear to the concerns of
the students of Wilfrid Laurier
University. Ultimately, The
Cord will be bound by neither
philosophy nor geography in its
mandate.
The Cord has an obligation
to foster freedom of the press
and freedom of speech. This
obligation is best fulfilled when
debate and dissent are encouraged, both in the internal workings of the paper, and through
The Cord’s contact with the

student body.
The Cord will always attempt
to do what is right, with fear
of neither repercussions, nor
retaliation. The purpose of the
student press is to act as an
agent of social awareness, and
so shall conduct the affairs of
our newspaper.

Quote of the week:
“Thanks. It makes me look
like less of an asshole.”
-Opinion Editor Moyo
Arewa re: his floral shirt
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community event

Breaking down community barriers
Students and residents of MacGregor-Albert neighbourhood gathered to encourage cohesion

kha vo/lead photographer

On Sunday, the community held a barbecue for permanent residents and students living in the MacGregor-Albert area to help create a better community dynamic and allow for communication.
daina goldfinger
lead reporter

On Sept. 14, a barbeque was held
at MacGregor Senior Public School
in Waterloo to promote community
cohesion amongst students and
permanent residents living in the
Macgregor-Albert neighbourhood.
This is the second year the barbecue has taken place. Despite being
rained out on Saturday, forcing them
to reschedule for Sunday, it had a
turnout of about 120 attendees.
According to Carrie Stevenson,
one of the organizers of the barbeque, past relationships between
students and long-term residents
have been somewhat tenuous. As a
result, she and her partner Kae Elgie
had decided to organize an event to
promote positive relations within the
community.
Elgie had initially organized a

barbeque three years ago in order to
celebrate the fact that the neighbourhood had been labeled a designated
heritage conservation area. Following this, Elgie decided that it would
be a good idea to invite the students
living in the area in order to support
community cohesion.
“That’s where the barbeque came
from: to sort of break down the sort
of us versus them mentality and
to make it an inclusive neighbourhood,” Stevenson said.
Stevenson also believes that in
such a community it is important
for there to be positive relations
and communication amongst the
members. Relationships between
students and permanent residents
can sometimes become complicated,
as both types of residents lead very
different lifestyles.
“We have people who have been
in the neighbourhood for more than

30 years and then we have students
who come in at a four month basis
and sometimes several years. We
all have to get along. We live beside
each other. We want that sense of
community,” said Stevenson.
Sue Enns, one of the permanent
residents who lives on Dorsett Street
believes having students living
within the community is important.
She explained that everybody needs
to be considerate of one another in
order for residents to get along.
“When it comes to evenings, you
want to let loose. That’s the issue that
often is addressed by students and
permanent residents, but I think it is
being well addressed by now by the
programs that are being run. We’ve
noticed a significant change,” Enns
said.
Rawlric Sumner, a biomedical
sciences student at the University of
Waterloo, lives at the corner of Al-

bert Street and Young Street West at
the Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity house.
He, along with other fraternity members, were volunteering at the event.
“What we probably should be able
to do is more community events like
this, where residents are able to meet
the students,” Sumner said. “Make it
seem like it is more than just people
who come and move in and out
every term, actual people you get to
know, and increase the community
feeling about it.”
Sumner encouraged other students living in the Macgregor-Albert
neighbourhood to get involved
within the community and meet the
permanent residents.
City councillor for Ward 7, Melissa
Durrell, also made an appearance
at the barbeque on Sunday. She
expressed the need for community
cohesion and growth amongst the
permanent residents and students.

“When you live in a city where a
third of your population is students,
we all have to figure out how to live
together,” said Durrell.
“It’s very rare for us to be able to
have an event like this where it is not
politicized, and we’re just eating a
burger together and getting to know
each other,” she said. “I think it’s
wonderful and I hope we will continue to do this every year.”

to see how we’re going to go about
it,” he said. “There will be another
discourse around that. But right now,
people are modelling the cuts as
we’ve requested.”
The total cut for this year could
translate to approximately five per
cent of the university’s operating
budget, or up to $15 million.
$12 million will allow Laurier to
break even, and the additional $3
million could be necessary if the

enrolment target is not met when
the numbers come out at the end of
September.
With such an abnormal situation
for Laurier, Butler stressed that the
university is trying to take care of the
cuts “fairly and strategically” so they
can accomplish their mission.
“In order to maintain quality and
preserve what Laurier is, this is what
we want to do and position ourselves
coming out.”

“We all have to get along.
We live beside each other.
We want that sense of
community.”

-Carrie Stevenson, event organizer

budget

‘Unusual’ cuts ahead
for Laurier’s finances

The university will undergo major cuts for the first time
shelby blackley
campus news editor

With academic units at Wilfrid Laurier University being asked to model
cuts of five and seven per cent for the
upcoming year, the constituents of
the university find themselves in an
unfamiliar place.
“It’s a little unusual,” Jim Butler,
vice-president of finance and administration said. “Laurier has been pretty insulated from major cuts ... we’re
now getting into it, largely because of
many factors.”
Flattening enrolment, constrained
tuition, cuts to provincial operating
grants and large pension deficits are
among the reasons that the university is faced with large cuts.
Since Butler has been at the university, this is the first time they’ve
dealt with major cuts.
The only other time major decreases to the budget occurred was
in the 1990s, when Bob Rae and Mike
Harris were in provincial office.
“There have been minor cuts of
one per cent, two per cent [since
then] and it’s been handled generally
across the board.”

“There have been minor
cuts of one per cent, two
per cent [since then’ and
it’s been handled generally
across the board.”
-Jim Butler, vice-president of finance
and administration

According to Butler, Laurier has
one of the lower operating grants
per student in Ontario compared
to other universities. The reasoning
behind this is a mix of programming,
which is in the process of being
evaluated.
“It’s pretty much to do with what’s
happening with enrolment and
provincial funding,” Butler said,
regarding the cuts.
According to Butler, last year the
university signaled cuts were going
to be needed to break even. For the
2014-15 budget, each vice-president
was asked to deliver a two per cent
cut for their respective area. The
vice-presidents were free within their

respective portfolios to make differentiated cuts to make up the cut they
were given.
For the 2015-16 budget, academic
units have been asked to “model”
where the cuts will come from by
giving an outline of where decreases
in the budget can be made to meet
the end goal. In the meantime, town
halls and consultations will take
place.
Enrolment numbers should be
available by the end of September,
which will help determine how big
of a cut is needed, and the Integrated
Planning Resource Management
initiative should be drafted by then.
Butler said the university will be
in a place to determine how the cuts
will be made by early 2015.
“[Right now] we simply want to
know from a qualitative standpoint
what would happen to the units if
[the cuts] would take place,” Butler
explained.
The academic units, as well as the
non-academic units, which need to
exercise cuts of five, eight and 10 per
cent, seem to recognize that the cuts
are necessary, according to Butler.
“I think they’re patiently waiting

joshua awolade/graphics editor
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study HABITS

Finding the
balance
Delaying a task such as studying can
help and hinder your performance
MARISSA EVANS
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr — the
procrastinator’s best friends. While
everyone knows it’s more beneficial
to get started on a task earlier rather
than later, this doesn’t prevent procrastination from happening. But at
what consequence do we procrastinate?
A study conducted by researchers at Warwick Business School in
England found a correlation between
how close to a deadline students
hand in assignments and the mark
they receive. The paper, called
“Time of submission: an indicator
of procrastination and a correlation
of performance on undergraduate
marking assignments,” found that
those who waited until the very last
minute to submit saw up to a five per
cent drop in their grade.
Second-year bachelor of business
administration student at Wilfrid
Laurier University, Ryan Shotbolt,
said he believes procrastination has
a factor in the mark he receives on
assignments.
“If the same amount of hours is
put in last minute, it’s going to be
stressed and rushed,” he said. “But
if it’s done a week earlier, then it’s
more relaxed and more comfortable getting the work done. It’s more
productive.”
Anne Russell, an associate professor in the English department, said
she hasn’t noticed a difference over
the years as to whether procrastination has worsened among students.
But she said she can also tell when
students have rushed an assignment.
“There’s a big difference in the
work usually between the work of
people who come to talk to me about
their papers a week or two before

they’re due and the work of people
who ask for an extension the day
before,” she said.
For Russell, the most important
part of writing an assignment is
thinking about your topic.
“I think procrastinating about
thinking about your topic is the biggest problem,” she continued.
“Some people might be able to
write well under pressure as long as
they’ve been thinking about their
topic for a while and not thinking
about it all and just sitting down to
write puts you in a really exposed
position.”
For those who believe that writing
under pressure produces better work, Michael Lisetto-Smith,
manager of Laurier’s Study Skills and
Supplemental Instruction Centre,
said there needs to be a balance of
stress.
“The key is to create enough stress,
that moderate level of stress, to keep
us going. Because if we don’t have
any stressor in our life, we’re going to
spend the whole time sitting on the
couch doing nothing.”
The problem arises when tasks
are left to the last minute and stress
increases from moderate to high.
Counselling Services at the Wellness Centre often treat students
who are dealing with the effects of
procrastination.
“Often when we see people it’s
because there’s been negative
consequences to procrastinating,”
explained Sherrie Steinberg, a counsellor at the Wellness Centre. “That
increases anxiety and sometimes
it can slide into depression where
the consequences are such that
now they are faced with some tough
choices.”
Because every instance is unique,
however, Steinberg emphasized

LAILA HACK/GRAPHIC ARTIST

the importance of speaking with
students to figure out why they are
procrastinating.
“Because if someone says, ‘Well
I’m just afraid to fail’ then okay
we need to talk about that. And if
someone says, ‘Well I’d just rather go
out and drink with my friends’ well
then we need to look at that. I would
approach those in different ways.”
Sometimes, the problem goes far
beyond procrastinating.
“I certainly talk to students in the
beginning of December and they say
I haven’t been to class in six weeks
and I’m like, is that procrastination
or is that something else going on?”
she said.
Roger Buehler, a professor of
psychology at Laurier, explained the
psychological reasons why people
procrastinate.One problem is anxiety, as procrastinating allows you to
avoid feeling overwhelmed. Another
explanation is the fear of failure.
“That in some ways by procrastinating you might be setting yourself
up for failure, but at least you have
a ready-made excuse for it,” he said.

“So that, ‘Well I put it off too long, so
that’s why I didn’t do well’ — that’s
less threatening then ending up
concluding that you just don’t have
the ability to do it well.”
Perfectionists, Buehler continued,
are also prone to procrastination.
“You have unrealistic expectations
about how good it has to be and you
don’t feel you’re going to be able to
meet those expectations, and that’s
paralyzing.”
Oftentimes we also underestimate how much time it will take to
complete tasks, leading to procrastination.
“I think an important thing for
people to keep in mind is knowing
what their triggers are for procrastination,” Buehler said.
Then, he said, we can work towards avoiding those triggers.
Boba Samuels, manager of the
Writing Centre, said it’s not uncommon for students to visit the centre
at the last minute. This makes it
difficult for tutors to give realistic
feedback for students to incorporate
into their work.

“It really limits you if you don’t
give us enough time to help you,”
she said. “We do have some horror
stories of people coming in an hour
before their paper is due and thinking there is something we can do to
help. There’s really not much we can
do at that point.”
To avoid procrastination, Elyse
Lavoie, a second-year kinesiology
student, said she tries to allot time
for all of her commitments.
“If there’s a really hard essay,
then I’ll give myself more time to do
that than to do an online quiz,” she
continued.
“I just take Adderall,” said Shotbolt. “That puts me in the mood to
study.”
But sometimes just finding a way
to get started is the most important
step.
“Part of what procrastination is
about is feeling overwhelmed,” said
Buehler.
“If you can break it into manageable units at least you can get started
in the first unit and that’s half the
battle, just getting started.”

profile

A new focus for the DEO
KAITLYN SEVERIN
LEAD REPORTER

Laura Mae Lindo, the new director of
Wilfrid Laurier University’s Diversity
and Equity Office, has already been
blown away by the school’s involvement with social justice.
According to Lindo, who began as
the new director on July 14, there is a
different vibe with students back on
campus — the difference being how
every student on campus can come
to the DEO office when they need
assistance.
“Ultimately the goal for me at
this point, though, is to also try and
create an identity for the Diversity
and Equity Office that’s separate and
apart from the students, because I
think that we can better serve the
student population if we become
something ourselves,” she explained.
Two factors stood out for Lindo
when she took on her role at Laurier,
one being the student activism on
campus.
“I was kind of floored by the
amount of student activism, their
engagement in equity and diversity
issues and the fact that students
are doing this kind of work on their
own,” she explained. “It’s kind of a
push for the faculty and staff and
administration to step up our game
as well.”
The second factor is senior ad-

ministration and the role they have
in supporting diversity, equity and
inclusion across campus and how
many people have reached out to
make change through the DEO.
Lindo has had a lot of experience
working in different fields of social
justice and diversity. She studied
at the University of Toronto Scarborough, but took five years off to
become a singer/songwriter. She
returned to York University for another undergraduate degree, which
led to her masters and PhD. She also
worked as a professor at the University of Prince Edward Island.
After a few years back and forth
between positions at UPEI and Ryerson University and following family
and personal obligations, Lindo
landed back at Ryerson University to
work at their diversity institute.
Shortly after, she heard about the
position at Laurier.
Lindo said her work at Ryerson’s
diversity institute in the school of
business has given her a different
approach to equity, as the university’s focus was on diversity in senior
management.
According to Lindo, her research
has helped her promote things
proactively as opposed to being
responsive and angry.
“When you’re responding to
something that’s happened to you,
to a wrong that you’ve had and

that kind of stuff, it’s not a pleasant
conversation about diversity; it’s not
celebratory or supportive. You’re
actually sitting and pointing at all the
issues and that kind of stuff, so it can
get pretty heavy,” she said.
One of Lindo’s many ideas for the
DEO is to have a big theme every
year. This year the theme she’s focusing on is collaboration.
“We want to find somebody on
campus or outside of campus to collaborate with [on projects] in order to
make it come to life.”
Lindo is also part of the “Not My
Laurier” campaign to end gendered
violence on campus, as well as creating critical incident videos for Laurier’s Centre for Teaching Innovation
and Excellence to use in classrooms.
She also wants to reach out to the
Graduate Students’ Association and
Laurier International. According to
Lindo, the DEO is in the process of
hiring an international student to get
a better look at how students were
educated in their home countries.
While finding her place in the
DEO, Lindo is also in the process of
planning another open house for
international students during the
fall reading week. Lindo said the first
open house early in September was a
great success.
“I’m coming in from a different
space so I’m more willing to play,”
she concluded.

KHA VO/LEAD PHOTOGRAPHER
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The state of Canadian democracy
Fair Vote Canada and APSS bring light to democratic issues in the Canadian government system
SHELBY BLACKLEY
CAMPUS NEWS EDITOR

Before Patrick Boyer began his
speech about the Senate of Canada
on Sunday afternoon, he warned his
audience.
“This is like a Sunday matinée with
a double feature. And both shows
are horror films,” the former Member
of Parliament for the Progressive
Conservative party said.
Boyer, accompanied by MP Michael Chong, spoke at Wilfrid Laurier
University about the issues surrounding Canadian democracy.
With United Nations International
Democracy Day on Sept. 15, the
event, which was put on by the Association of Political Science Students
and Fair Vote Canada, was meant to
“engage students on a political level.”
“We really wanted to get people
involved, especially students, to
know that there are political volunteer organizations and groups that
aren’t representative of one political
party,” said James Howard, logistics
and finance coordinator and acting
president of APSS.
Moderated by Brian Tanguay, a
political science professor at Laurier,
the discussion began with Chong
speaking about the checks and balances in democracy.
He stressed that he “long argued
for changes to the democratic
system” and that the structure in the
democratic system is flawed.
Chong explained that the issues
with the democratic system aren’t a
result of any one party or leader, but
are instead a result of the structure of
the system.
According to Chong, the issues
have become worse over the last two
decades.
He also brought up the issue of
voter turnout being low because
Canadian citizens only have one
avenue of voting — voting for a party
because you don’t want a particu-

HEATHER DAVIDSON/PHOTO EDITOR

Patrick Boyer speaks about the Senate scandal that affected Canadian politics. Boyer and Michael Chong spoke regarding the democratic system.

lar leader in power — where other
democratic systems allow residents
to vote for three different levels of
parliament.
“The only way to get rid of a
party leader is a vote through proxy,”
Chong explained.
Following this, Boyer spoke about
the recent scandals in the Senate.
He said the Senate scandal “shined a
light on what’s really going on” and
that it needs to be reformed or abolished in the upcoming years.
While the Senate was created in
1867, the system does not work the

same in 2014. Boyer also said he will
be pushing to have a referendum
question at the next election to abolish the Senate.
Howard emphasized that having
the guest speakers talk about general
democratic and government issues
allowed students and residents the
opportunity to hear about issues in a
non-partisan way.
“Both of our speakers are members of the Conservative party, but
their issues and concerns are bigger
than party politics themselves.”
Chong gave examples of scandals

involving both the Liberal party and
the Conservative party, to which
Howard added that all parties are not
“knights in shining armour like we
think they are.”
Describing it as a constructive
conversation, Howard said that
APSS and Fair Vote are both aiming
to promote the democratic system
rather than one party. The end goal
is to engage students with politics in
Canada.
“It’s democracy. Democracy is
what these speakers are here for and
passionate about,” Howard said.

“This is like a Sunday matinee with a double feature.
And both shows are
horror films.”

-Patrick Boyer, former MP

RESEARCH

Humphries aims to support history
Professor named Dunkley Chair for history and research
ERIKA YMANA
STAFF WRITER

Mark Humphries has added another
title to his already lengthy resume.
Humphries, an associate professor in the department of history at
Wilfrid Laurier University and director of the Laurier Centre for Military
Strategic and Disarmament Studies,
is the newly appointed Dunkley
Chair in war and the Canadian
experience.
The Dunkley Chair focuses on how
war affects history and society and
provides funding to the LCMSDS to
run various activities.
Humphries is a published scholar,
has written and edited five books
and has published more than a
dozen articles in military history and
the history of health.
Humphries also completed his
undergraduate degree at Laurier
while dedicating years of work at the
centre.
“[The Dunkley Chair] means a lot
to me because I did my undergrad
here at Laurier, so coming back is a
great opportunity. I spent a number
of years here at the centre as well.
The Dunkley Chair, I think, provides
us with the opportunity to be one
of the foremost research centres
of military history in the country,”
Humphries said.
Laurier alumni Sara and Brad

“I look forward to building on the programs and
projects which [the Dunkley’s] felt it was important
to support.”
-Mark Humphries, newly appointed
Dunkley Chair

Dunkley created the Dunkley Chair
to ensure the LCMSDS can have a
stable director for the next 10 years.
In addition, the chair position was
created to provide operating funds
to support activities such as leading
battlefield tours for students overseas, providing research opportunities for graduate and undergraduate
students and continuing to publish
the Canadian Military History
Journal.
“Sara and Brad Dunkley were
both alumni here from the business
program at Laurier and were very
generous with granting us with that
$1.5 million gift,” said Humphries.
The appointment as Dunkley
Chair will allow Humphries to concentrate on opportunities in research
and teaching about world wars,
especially Canada’s experience in the
First World War.
Humphries is also working on a

current project involving the pension
files of WWI soldiers.
These files are currently stored
in Charlottetown, PEI, at the
headquarters of Veterans Affairs.
There is a $4,000 grant that will
allow Humphries to claim these
files. Humphries emphasized the
importance for students interested in
history and war to get involved.
“One of the exciting things that
we’re doing is we’re bringing over
the archive of over 2,000 microfilm
reels that we’re digitizing here at
Laurier from Veterans Affairs …”
Humphries said.
“They’ve never been looked at
before, and what we’ll be doing over
the next few years is digitizing those
files and making them available
to other researchers, myself and
other faculty members and students.
So there are lots of opportunities
for students to get involved in the
research.”
These opportunities are offered to
history and faculty of arts students,
but are also available to students
who are interested in history but are
in different fields of study.
As for Humphries, he’s honoured
to find himself somewhere that
complements what he loves to do.
“I look forward to building on the
programs and projects which [the
Dunkley’s] felt it was important to
support,” he concluded.

WILL HUANG/PHOTO EDITOR

Humphries will bring over 2,000 microfilm reels of pension files from WWI.
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

KHA VO/LEAD PHOTOGRAPHER

International students have the opportunity to go through the LEAF program, which helps them gain proficiency in English before starting their undergraduate degree at Laurier’s campuses.

LEAF program a gateway for students
MARISSA EVANS
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

Students at Wilfrid Laurier University
may be aware that there are students
from abroad attending their classes,
but they may not know that some
of those students might have only
learned English quite recently.
The Laurier English and Academic
Foundation program, based at the
Brantford campus, provides students
with the opportunity to gain proficiency in English before starting their
undergraduate degree at Laurier.
Students are first given a conditional offer to a program at either
campus. Once they complete the
LEAF program, they are then able to
continue on to work through their
undergraduate degree.
“They can come to us with any
level of English,” said Valerie Kilgour,
manager of LEAF. “As soon as they
get here, we give them a test to figure
out their level of ability and we place

them in one of our five levels based
on the outcome of that test.”
Each level spans over the course of
a term, which runs in the fall, winter
and two eight-week terms in the
summer.
The program started in 2010 and
ran with around 25 students. Since
then, it has grown to 150 students,
some terms running with up to 170.
“It’s been very successful and
grown really well,” Kilgour continued.
Instructors, called facilitators,
teach the courses and are all ESL
professionals.
“They teach English, of course,
but we’re also teaching them about
Laurier and academic culture and
Canadian academic culture in particular,” she said.
“We’re trying to really give them a
foundation for when they start their
undergrad degree.”
Kilgour explained that the program itself is designed to be very

rigorous.
“As you can imagine, you have to
learn a lot of English to be successful
at university,” she said.
When some students come in
with very low levels of English or no
experience with the language at all,
it can be difficult for them to gain the
skills they need to be successful as an
undergraduate. Sometimes students
leave the program to get their English
proficiency score elsewhere so they
can start their Laurier degree sooner.
Others might not finish the program
at all.
If students fail a level of the program they are able to redo it once;
if they fail a second time, they are
unable to continue.
“It’s not a bad thing because our
goal is to prepare students to be
successful undergrads,” said Kilgour.
“So the way we see it if we let people
through who are not going to be successful undergrads, we are not doing
our job right.”

-Valerie Kilgour, manager of LEAF

Union, and encourages students to
interact with Canadian students in
order to help with this.
Kilgour said that she is proud to
have been working with LEAF since
its inception. This past summer, they
had their first student who went
through the program graduate from
Laurier, which Kilgour said they “are
really proud of.”
“I think we’ve put standards in
place that are really effective for producing the best students,” she said.

Her Campus to
bring awareness

G e t c o n n ec t e d
at K n ox Wat e r lo o

KnoxWaterloo.ca/connect

“As you can imagine,
you have to learn a lot of
English to be successful at
university.”

FROM COVER

Looking
for
meaning?

K n ox c h u r c h , 50 erb Street West, Waterloo

As such, the program needs to be
strict in order to ensure the students’
success later on.
“[Of ] those students who do
graduate from the LEAF program,
over 90 per cent of them go on to
their undergraduate studies and are
now — because LEAF is only fouryears old — enrolled in undergraduate courses either at Brantford or at
Waterloo,” Kilgour explained.
Anecdotally, Kilgour said that students who graduate from the LEAF
program are more prepared for their
undergraduate career than those
who gain their English proficiency
score elsewhere.
One of the challenges they experience is trying to help LEAF students
integrate with Canadian students.
“As we would all do, they tend to
hang out with people from their own
country, who speak their language.”
The program works with many organizations on campus, such as the
Wilfrid Laurier University Students’

@KnoxWaterloo

“Anybody can read it,” she continued.
“But we have male writers, we can
have male editors, we definitely have
a male promo team already, but it’s
not just a girls club.”
Danielle McKay, a third-year
English and communications studies
student at Laurier, is a writer for the
publication.
“I found out about Her Campus
through a friend on Facebook. I
thought it would be a great opportunity to get involved within Laurier
with the opportunity for international exposure,” she explained.
According to Birtch, she and
McLean hope to make Her Campus established and ensure it stays
relevant once they graduate.
“This is something we want to
continue at Laurier; we don’t want
it to be a one-or two-year thing,” she
said.
“So we want to build a strong
enough team that they can continue
to carry it on and make it even better
than what we’re trying to make it
right now.”
McLean explained she wants to
make Her Campus available to future
Laurier students who might be interested in contributing.
According to McLean, the club
is looking to collaborate with other
clubs and organizations on Laurier’s
campus. The idea is to provide events
that create awareness about what

“This is something we want
to continue at Laurier; we
don’t want it to be a oneor two-year thing.”

-Chelsea Birtch, president of Her
Campus Laurier

Her Campus is and what they’re doing that ties in to the writing.
“We might feature other clubs,
introduce other clubs, talk about the
collaborations and then the event
as well,” Birtch said. “We’re looking right now at Special Constable
[Service] to do an event about selfdefence that’s generally [aimed]
towards women — not exclusively to
women — but generally catered to
that demographic.”
They also want to create awareness for the “lesser-known” things
happening on campus, such as
Laurier’s sorority Alpha Phi, which
raised $11,000 last year for women’s
heart health in one night. They hope
to cover their events and help “promote them and their successes” with
the publication.
“It’s bringing awareness to them as
well as to us at the same time,” Birtch
said.

LOCAL NEWS • 7

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2014
HOUSING

Changing housing trends
Gone are the days of traditional student homes in Waterloo, as high-rise
apartments become the norm for Laurier and University of Waterloo students

K-W IN BRIEF
Locals getting paid
in bitcoin
A small number of people in
Waterloo are now taking their
salaries in the form of bitcoin.
CBC reported that some companies in the area are now offering bitcoin as a payment option,
and a growing number of people
are either receiving part or all of
their pay in the currency.
However, receiving bitcoin as
a salary has been posing many
questions in terms of how it is
taxed. In Canada the digital currency is not recognized as a legal
tender, so many people are confused about how taxing works.

Knit happens

HEATHER DAVIDSON/FILE PHOTO

According to CMHC’s data, there are currently 503 apartment-style residences under construction in the student-dominated area of Waterloo alone.
CONNOR WARD
LEAD REPORTER

The area of Waterloo surrounding
Wilfrid Laurier University and the
University of Waterloo has been
witnessing a boom in student housing development growth through the
past few years. Trends in the local
student housing market have been
switching from more traditional
five- or more-bedroom units and
residential houses to larger high-rise
buildings with fewer bedrooms.
“There’s been a lot of student
housing going in around Laurier in
the past few years, and there should
be more,” said Erica McLerie, a senior market analyst at the Canadian
Mortgage and Housing Corporation.
According to CMHC’s data, in the
university area alone there are currently 503 apartment-style residences, both student and private, that are
under construction.
The data also shows that the
university area, relative to other parts
of the city, has the highest availability and vacancy rates concerning
housing units, whilst having the least
amount of total housing units.
This area also has the highest median rent relative to the remainder
of the city. Although this rent rate is

increasing at roughly the same rate
as other areas, the rent still remains
higher than other parts of the city.
“The baby-boomer generation has
probably been the richest generation, so there may be more money
available for students to have, but
I don’t think the rent for apartments has gone up that much,” said
McLerie.
The changing student housing
trends also reflect general trends
in other areas of the province. New
housing projects in Waterloo, much
like that of Toronto, are largely dominated by condominium developments.
However, in Waterloo condominiums are being built by developers,
sold to investors and then rented to
students in the area.
“In the past decade we’ve moved
from one kind of housing available
in the city, to many different kinds of
housing available,” said Jeff Henry,
City of Waterloo councillor for Ward
6, which includes both universities. “This means more townhouse
units being built and more one- and
two-bedroom units being built. I
think that’s the market responding to
where the demand is.”
Waterloo is not alone is this new
trend of building larger, high-rise

condominium buildings and renting
them to students.
Guelph, also housing a large
university community, is currently
seeing high-rise growth that mirrors
that of Waterloo.
Important to mention is that it
is not only the physical size of the
buildings that has changed, but also
the amount of bedrooms in each
apartment. Traditionally, student
housing entails a unit with five
bedrooms, suitable to host a larger
amount of people than what traditional private residential apartment
units would.
However, student housing developments are now being modeled
after this traditional one- to threebedroom unit.
“There’s some newer large buildings that are expected to go in, and
they are condos that are going to
be sold to investors and rented to
students,” said McLerie.
“I’m seeing that some of the newer
buildings are basically one, two or
three bedrooms. So more like the
private rental market, but still rented
to students.”
This new trend in Waterloo’s
residential apartment developments
in part responds to changing market
demand from many students in the

“In the past decade we’ve
moved from one kind of
housing available in the
city, to many different
kinds of housing available.”
-Jeff Henry, Waterloo councillor

area.
“The main reason I chose an
apartment over a house is there’s just
less maintenance. The apartment is
cleaner and you don’t have to clean
up the front lawn or take out the garbage,” said Adam Gilbert, a secondyear student at Laurier.
However, residential apartment
buildings built in the traditional
private model with fewer bedrooms,
may also have a greater ability to
cope with a long-term demographic
change.
“In a traditional residential apartment, they can rent to anybody, so
if in the next few years if the student
population shrinks, they would be
able to rent their units to maybe
professors, or some of the high tech
workers in the area,” said McLerie.

The Kitchener-Waterloo Knitters’
Guild held its annual knitting fair
on Saturday. Over 2,000 people
filled the Kitchener Memorial
Auditorium to share their love of
the craft.
Patrons young and old were
able to buy supplies, watch demonstrations and fashion shows
and bond with fellow knitting
aficionados.
The crowd reportedly doubled
from last year, which was held at
the Kitchener Auditorium — a
significantly smaller venue.

Municipal election
candidates finalized
The list of Waterloo Region municipal election candidates has
been finalized. The deadline for
candidates to put their name in
was 2 p.m. last Friday.
Ward 7 incumbent Melissa
Durrell has been acclaimed and
is running unopposed. Ward
6 has two candidates running:
Robert Hodgins and incumbent
Jeff Henry.
Four candidates have been
finalized for mayor of Waterloo:
Dave Jaworsky, Dave Macdonald,
Rami Said and Erika Traub.
Region of Waterloo chair
candidates were also solidified
Friday. Jay Aissa, Oscar ColeArnal, Moira-Sharon Magee,
Robert Milligan, Paul A. Myles,
incumbent Ken Seiling and John
Wolf have all confirmed their
candidacy.
Election day is Oct. 27.
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Residents take over the streets
Open Streets, held on Sept. 14, closed uptown traffic and allowed the public to explore the area
connor ward
lead reporter

On Saturday, Open Streets took place
in uptown Waterloo. Open Streets, a
series of events that started in 2011
under the name Car Free Sundays,
is a free sidewalk event that aims to
bring the Waterloo community to the
uptown area and show them what
the city has to offer.
“The idea of Open Streets is to
bring the community back into
uptown Waterloo, down to King
Street, to show them that there’s so
much available here,” said Samantha
Trieu, director of marketing for Open
Streets.
Open Streets embraces the global
open streets initiative, which encourages temporary closure of streets
to car traffic, to instead promote
socializing and exploration of busy
downtown areas.
There are currently over 100 documented events in North America
involving the car-free initiative.
“Uptown Waterloo is usually four
lanes of car traffic, and the public
square is really the only way to come
and hang out. This event enables
people to come down and check
out booths without the traffic,” said
Trieu.
Besides being an event to show
the uptown area, Open Streets also
showcases local vendors, artists,
craftsmen and various other groups
by allowing them to set up free
booths.
This also means vendors that
typically need a license to use the
uptown square, like the food truck

heather davidson/photo editor

On Saturday, Open Streets shut down uptown Waterloo traffic and allowed residents to explore booths for businesses, performers, artists and more.

West of Seoul, are able to operate
for free as long as they fill out a form
with Open Streets.
“As long as your organization,
activity or group is not in any way
damaging, we accept anybody, and
we don’t charge anyone for their
booths,” said Trieu.
This year Open Streets hosted a

variety of groups, ranging anywhere
from local musicians, to artisans and
businesses.
Booths were not typically just a
place to ask about an organization,
but a place to see a performance or
presentation.
“I think it’s a great way for the
community to see what uptown Wa-

terloo has to offer,” said GP Amodio,
a second-year student at Wilfrid
Laurier University.
“There’s a lot of diverse groups,
from indie music groups, to B-boy
competitions to a native dance
group,” said Trieu.
Open Streets currently holds four
events in uptown each summer. This

year, the group has held one event
each month since June and plans to
continue this down the road.
“I think that what we have right
now is fantastic, and then we can
build up the momentum and invite
more of the community,” said Trieu.
“And then from there react accordingly.”

by-law

Frosh Circus prompts noise complaints
Held at Bingemans, the event’s music was heard from as far as two kilometres away due to wind
daina goldfinger
lead reporter

On Sept. 6, Frosh Circus Block Party
was held at Bingemans to commemorate the new school year for
students attending Wilfrid Laurier
University, University of Waterloo
and Conestoga College.
The block party featured popular
DJ talent, such as Adventure Club,
Audien, Elephante and more, along
with circus performers, free food
and a Ferris wheel. While students
were celebrating, the music from the
event was reportedly heard up to two
kilometres away from the venue.
Christopher Mulhern, manager of
compliance and standards at the City
of Waterloo, explained that while
there were several noise complaints
from residents living nearby, a noise
exemption was sought by Bingemans
prior to the event.
Mulhern said that all information regarding the specifics of the
event will be recorded, filed and put
toward determining whether the
event will be granted an exemption
next year.
He also explained that one reason
the noise was heard at such a far
distance was due to the weather that
evening. The night of the event called
for clear skies with a bit of wind, and
it was the wind that transmitted the
sound.
“That is likely why you hear there
were complaints two kilometres
away. Because it was a nice night,
weather was cooperative for [the]
event, and often the weather is cooperative to moving noise to further
locations,” said Mulhern.
This detail will also be noted in the

“I think if you turned the
sound down, it would have
taken away from the
atmosphere.”

-Alex Altman, third-year
Laurier student

files that will determine the continuation of the event.
Mulhern said there have been
many noise complaints in the past
while Orientation Weeks are running, and lately the noise complaints
have been greatly reduced.
“The city has assisted in mitigating some of these noise impacts
on the community and I think that
has greatly reduced the number of
concerns that were received,” said
Mulhern.
Alex Altman, a third-year business
student at Laurier who attended
Frosh Circus, said that he believes it
was a great event that helped to bring
together the student communities.
“It allows thousands and thousands of students who may not normally interact with one another to
develop a sort of common ground,”
he said.
Mulhern also believes that it is important to support events that draw
people together, however different
techniques will have to be imposed
in order to mitigate the noise impacts in the community.
Altman believes if Frosh Circus
had turned down the music to
comply with the noise complaints, it

joshua awolade/graphics editor

Though Frosh Circus was granted a noise exemption for the night, several noise complaints were filed to the city.

would have had a negative impact on
the event.
“I think if you turned the sound
down, it would have taken away from
the atmosphere,” he continued.
Mulhern touched on the subject
of noise regulations regarding house
parties in Waterloo.
So far, there have been 24 charges
under the noise by-law in 2014,
whereas in 2013 there were 26

charges and in 2012 there were 21.
“It’s trending around the same, but
we are actually seeing more this year
in multiple charges for individuals at
a single house,” Mulhern said.
This year the by-law stipulates
that if a party taking place in a home
involves excessive noise and a high
volume of people, every individual
involved in the residence will be
charged.

This could allow for extremely
expensive fines to those organizing
house parties.
Mulhern explained that since
Waterloo is a small community, it is
important for people to be respectable of their neighbours.
“At the end of it, we have to make
sure there is an opportunity, and
people understand the by-law has to
be enforced,” he said.
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Imbibe Food and Drinks in Kitchener is working with the Kitchener-Waterloo Craft Beer Club to put on a variety of events surrounding local craft beer and other specialties, called Craftoberfest.

‘Craftoberfest’ coming to the region
The alternative Oktoberfest will celebrate the community and offer German and local craft beer
marissa evans
senior news editor

Those who love craft beer, those who
want to try craft beer and those who
want to get a better sense of the local
culture can attend one of the many
events being offered by the region’s
first Craftoberfest.
Imbibe Food and Drinks and the
Kitchener-Waterloo Craft Beer Club
have been working to plan Craftoberfest, inviting local businesses to
host a variety of events from Sept. 27
to Oct. 18 that showcase local craft
beer and other specialties.
Bill MacTavish, owner of Imbibe,
explained that the restaurant had
a small craft beer festival last year
to celebrate their first birthday.
Because it was around the same time
as Oktoberfest, he said many people
suggested he do something with the
festival in the future.
Originally, the idea was to brand
their second birthday party as
Craftoberfest. At the same time,

MacTavish’s friend Ryan Ward,
the founder of the KWCBC, was
planning a similar event that would
feature German beers from local
breweries and would also be called
Craftoberfest.
“I think one day we just started
talking about it and realized we were
doing the same thing on the same
day and realized it made sense to
join forces and use all our contacts
to do as much good as we can,”
explained MacTavish.
“And then it became something
bigger.”
After they began planning Craftoberfest together the event started to
blow up with more local businesses
wanting to get involved.
Ward explained that they felt there
was a need for a festival centered
around craft beer in the region
because Oktoberfest is largely a
family-oriented event. They’re trying
to cater more to those who want to
get a taste for German beers and
other craft beers that are available in

the area.
“I think what we want people
to get out of it is to try and make it
into the craft version of Oktoberfest,
where we bring all the local German heritage back to Kitchener,”
explained Ward.
He continued that they are trying
to bring things back to the roots of
Oktoberfest, which is about drinking
beer and getting to know the local
community.
It’s not just breweries that are getting involved, either. Games on Tap,
a local board games café, is putting
on some events along with Ambrosia Pastry co., known for their craft
chocolate.
One of the events being held is
called Back to the Future — a bus
tour to breweries in the region.
Participants will be able to have a
pint at Brick Brewery, one of the last
chances people will have to enjoy
a drink before the building closes.
MacTavish estimated that they
have between 20 and 45 businesses

“What we want people to
get out of it is to try and
make it into the craft version of Oktoberfest...”

-Ryan Ward, founder of the KitchenerWaterloo Craft Beer Club

involved in the events.
“All the feedback that we’ve gotten
so far, everyone seems to be super on
board,” MacTavish said.
He continued that they don’t have
any real goals in terms of turnout.
“It grew so big so quickly that … if
we get two or three thousand people
that come out to our events that’s
way bigger than the hundred that we
had hoped initially,” he said.
With just over a week before their
launch, MacTavish said they are
working to pull things together.

“It seems like the community got
involved very quickly and we’re super appreciative of that. It also confirms what we thought — that people
want something in addition to what
Oktoberfest is already doing.”
The launch on the 27th is being
held at Imbibe and THEMUSEUM
at 7 p.m. Tickets for the opening are
almost sold out, sitting at around 300
people.
“The biggest thing is getting
everyone together,” said MacTavish.
“We’re all likeminded and we’re all
striving for the same thing. We just
want to make Kitchener-Waterloo
better. If we can include beer in that,
then why not.”
Next year, they are hoping to get
even more breweries and restaurants
involved.
“This community of craft beer
we’ve got now, it’s expanding rapidly,” Ward said.
“It would be great if we could
showcase it for a couple of weeks
each year.”
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Mondays

a week of wate
Features Editor Alanna Fairey seeks out the hottest

Tuesdays

Wednesdays

Thurs

PHIL’S (ALL REQUEST VIDEO MONDAYS):
The Monday night Phil’s crowd gets to
request what music they want and, like Sunday night, it’s accompanied by a music video
mash up. As if Phil’s couldn’t get any better,
they have no cover charge before 11 p.m., so
get there early and use that $5 towards two
drinks instead.

PHIL’S (INFAMOUS WEDNESDAYS): When
you go to Phil’s on a Wednesday, you will
understand why it is called “infamous.”
Phil’s spins the best R&B, hip-hop and
reggae in town that will bring out the best
dance moves in anyone. If you are a frequent
listener of Kanye West, Iggy Azalea, Nicki
Minaj and Drake, you are without a doubt
guaranteed to have a good time at Phil’s this
Wednesday.

FOX & FIDDLE: If you want to go to a bar
that has drinks, food and live entertainment, Fox is the place to be. Students were
spotted lining up as early as 6 p.m. during
Orientation Week to get into the infamous
“Foxy Tuesday.” With $3 cover, Tuesday
night specials include $3.50 domestic
bottles and $4.25 Jägerbombs.
CHAINSAW (TOONIE TUESDAYS): For a
measly $2 cover charge, Chainsaw has a ton
of specials on Tuesday nights. Cheap beer,
shots, burgers and fries can be yours for as
little as a toonie each. The place fills up fast,
so make sure you get there early if you want
a table or want to sign up for karaoke.

TURRET NIGHTCLUB
an attempt to ease firs
scene, Wilfrid Laurier
hosts all-ages events o
year students to ming
one another. Though Th
at first-years, students

CHAINSAW: If you lik
partial to dancing, Ch
spot for you. On Thurs
exclusively offers $10
and karaoke until clos
is the place to be, so ta
while you still can.
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erloo clubbing
spots to visit in Waterloo every day of the week

sdays
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Fridays

Saturdays

Sundays

PHIL’S (FEEL GOOD FRIDAY): On Friday,
Phil’s spins a mix of top 40, rock, retro,
electro, dance and a little hip-hop, pleasing
almost every musical taste.
STARLIGHT (FRESH FADE FRIDAY): If you
are preferential to Phil’s Retro Sundays, you
are also going to love Starlight on Friday
nights. Known as “Fresh Fade Friday,” Starlight has made a name for itself in the Waterloo community for spinning the best in old
school hip-hop and party jams. The cover
charge is only $5 and you are guaranteed to
have a good time dancing to the nostalgic
old school tunes.
BETA (LADIES NIGHT): On Friday nights,
ladies don’t pay a cover fee and can freely
dance the night away to house music and
top 40 hits. Fret not gents, Beta frequently
hosts events where men can get in free if
they arrive by a certain time in the night.
DALLAS (LADIES NIGHT): If you like to
wear plaid, denim cutoffs and cowboy boots,
Dallas is going to become your new favourite local hangout. Located just a bus ride
away in Kitchener, Dallas plays the latest hits
in country music. Similar to Beta, ladies get
in free on Friday nights. With the spacious
dance floor and jumbo screen to show the
music videos, Dallas helps to bring out your
inner country boy or girl. In addition, you
can ride the mechanical bull for $5 and
compete with your friends to see who can
stay on longest before falling off.

PHIL’S (SATURDAY NIGHT ELECTRO): By
this point, you can almost guarantee that
Phil’s themed nights are always a hit. You
can expect your Saturday to be a mix of
eclectic electro and house music that will
certainly have you and your friends dancing
all night long. To make it even better, the
first 100 ladies get in free.
TURRET (SATURRDAYS): Even though
you probably spend most of your week on
campus, you won’t regret partying at the
campus club on Saturday nights. Infamously
named “SaTURRday,” the Turret is reserved
for students who are 19+ and cover is $5.
The music for the night is the best of house
and top 40. Drinks are also inexpensive and
there are varied drink deals throughout
these events.
STARLIGHT (GLOBAL WARMING
SATURDAY): Starlight’s “Global Warming
Saturdays” are just $5 at the door and the
musical genres of the night include electro,
house music, hip-hop, dance hits, dubstep,
reggae and retro.

PHIL’S (SUNDAY NIGHT RETRO): A prominent fixture within the Waterloo community,
it is nearly impossible to not associate Phil’s
with their infamous retro night. The milelong line to get in is a standard expectation
of Phil’s, so it is best to get ready to leave
early. Once you’ve paid the $5 cover fee, you
will spend the night dancing to the beloved
retro tunes of the ‘80s and ‘90s. The most
frequently played artists include the Spice
Girls, Shaggy, TLC, Nirvana and Madonna.
The old school music videos are projected
on two jumbo screens, which adds to the
overall nostalgia and feel for the night. Mix
that in with the inexpensive drinks and you
will soon find yourself adding Phil’s into
your Sunday night schedule every week
from now on.

PHOTOS BY HEATHER DAVIDSON/PHOTO EDITOR AND WILL HUANG/PHOTO EDITOR
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Dear Life Sudoku
Dear Life is your opportunity to write
a letter to your life, allowing you
to vent your anger with life’s little
frustrations in a completely public
forum.
All submissions to Dear Life are
anonymous, should be no longer
than 100 words and must be addressed to your life. Submissions
can be sent to dearlife@thecord.ca
no later than Monday at noon each
week.
Dear Life,
Fuck the new library entrance.
Sincerely,
Legs
Dear Fraternities and Sororities of
Laurier,
Here is a recruiting tip. If you want to
recruit students, maybe don’t walk
around campus like you own the
place and are better than everyone
else while reppin your letters (I assume thats what you call it since it
sounds what some ass would say).
You’re bitchy attitudes and horrible
manners reinforce every stereotype
there is. I hope you go extinct.
Sincerely,
My diarrhea shits have a more welcoming personality than you.
Dear Life,
Wilf’s Tuesdays is no longer a thing?
R.I.P. :(
Sincerely,
Forever in our hearts
Dear Life,
What the fuck is up with all the construction going on? Like fuck. I can’t
even sleep no more.
Sincerely,
Fuck

Weekly Specials
Pabst Attack

BIGGIE-UP
ANY DAY ANY TIME

A BURGER AND BEER
FOR $4 BUCKS!
ADD FRIES FOR $2
ADD WINGS FOR $2
Present this coupon
at time of offering
Limit 1 per person. Offer does not
include applicable taxs. Not valid
if reproduced, sold or transfered.

$4.50/ tall can
Wednesday- all day
Friday & Saturday Before 11pm

$10 Pitchers

Thursday before 11pm

Dirty Burger Days

$2 Burgers and Wings $6.64/lb
Tuesday & Wednesday

#01

like us on
@chainsawlovers

$2 Buck Tuesdays
Sawdust and Beer at 28 King St N, Uptown Waterloo . 519-954-8660

‘LIKE’
THE
CORD
ON
FACEBOOK
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Crossword

ACROSS

1 – Jeopardy
6 – Away from port
10 – Nicholas II was the last Russian
one
14 – Eat away
15 – Traditional passed-down
knowledge
16 – Tear apart
17 – Whoopi’s role in “The Color
Purple”
18 – Big do
19 – _______ Three Lives
20 – Unit of power
22 – ______ public
24 – Boy or man
25 – Skill
26 – Spreads out
29 – I smell ______!
30 – Artist Mondrian
31 – Arrangement
37 – Diarist Nin
39 – Lyric work
40 – Pet _____
41 – House of the owner of a ranch
44 – Manitoba native
45 – Freeway access
46 – Be present
48 – Bow and arrow skill
52 – Switch ending
53 – Protects
54 – Specialist in religious law
58 – Sacramento’s ____ Arena
59 – Sentry’s shout
61 – Fungal infection
62 – Makes lace
63 – Fencing sword
64 – In base 8
65 – New Haven students
66 – Midday
67 – _____ Mio

DOWN

puzzle from bestcrosswords.com

1 – Quarter bushel
2 – …_____ saw Elba
3 – Drum sound
4 – Like phrase book entries
5 – Extra time

6 – Having wings
7 – Like a pillow
8 – Drift, make a mistake
9 – Eternal
10 – Hackneyed
11 – Eliot’s Marner
12 – States
13 – Colour anew
21 – Furthermore
23 – Available
26 – Box
27 –_____ colada
28 – The Tower of Pisa does this
29 – Makes sense
32 – Spacious
33 – Constructive arts
34 – Able was _____...
35 – Cooking appliance
36 – Can’t do without
38 – Cut into small pieces
42 – Increase in unpleasantness
43 – Deserve
48 – Playing marble
49 – Countrified
50 – Desert bloomers
51 – ____ Perot
52 – Consumed
54 – 1963 role for Liz
55 – A big fan of
56 – Marine mammal, secure something
57 - Account

Sept. 10 solution
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Archiving to tell us who we are
New exhibit at Clay and Glass Museum allows for attendees to explore the lives of professionals
Bryan Stephens
Arts & Life Editor

The Canadian Clay and Glass Museum’s new exhibit, Archive Fever!,
is giving archiving a whole new
meaning.
The latest exhibit to take place at
the museum is described as a “contemporary cultural archive” by the
curator of the exhibit, Krista Blake.
“It’s an installation, a piece in
itself, but I really see it as a real
archive. When I started this project, I
decided I was going on this mission to create this cultural archive
of today’s most creative minds and
the people who are at the top of their
fields, whatever that may be.”
The exhibit is built around individual numbered boxes. Submitted
by contributors, patrons are able to
go through and explore the compiled
contents of the boxes.
Blake said she contacted a number
of artists and invited them to contribute to the exhibit. Having the boxes
numbered rather than disclosing the
name of the artist was something
Blake felt added to the experience.
“Once you see people open a
box, there is a moment of suspense,
of something amazing happening.
Because I numbered the boxes and
didn’t tell people initially who the
box belonged to, I really wanted that
moment of having no idea what is
going on here.”
Blake was approached by the
museum’s current in-house curator,
Christian Singer, to curate the show
and jumped at the opportunity.
“He asked if I would be interested
in doing a show and I said yes, just as
long as they knew it was going to be

Jessica Dik/Staff Photographer

The Video Kinetic Sculpture #2, designed by Pascal Dufaux, records images in a circular motion and projects it onto a screen with a 45-second delay.

out of their usual mandate.”
Blake stressed that she wanted
to bring something different to the
exhibit.
“When I first got asked to do this
show, the first thought that popped
into my head was that at the Clay and
Glass you can never touch anything,
so I wanted to create a show in which
you can touch everything.”
The exhibit surrounds a sculpture
designed by Montreal artist Pascal

Dufaux, which records people as
they are experiencing the exhibit and
projects the video feed onto a screen
with a 45-second delay.
“The machine is about archiving,
but more in the sense of space,” said
Dufaux.
“I call it a time machine because
it gives you a complex mirror. You
have this 45-second delay that shows
yourself, but in the past, so it’s an immediate archiving of yourself.”

With the exhibit built around the
idea of archiving, both Blake and
Dufaux see the exhibit speaking to
who we are as humans.
“I think it’s important because it
tells us who we were, who we are and
who we are going to be. It’s not just
about looking at the past, but also
about what it can tell us about who
we are now,” said Blake.
“It is a strong value because it talks
about the existence of human beings,

the way we collect things through the
collection of what other people have
made,” said Dufaux.
Blake hopes beyond the experience of seeing someone else’s life in
this way, people also reflect on their
observations.
“I really want people to experience
it and hopefully learn something.
Whether you like galleries or not, I
want people to have that sense of
wonder, and I think it’s working.”

Profile

Laurier student fundraises for his future
To get equipment for a Harvard class, a Laurier student found a unique way to obtain funding
Scott Glaysher
Staff Writer

Andreas Patsiaouros/ Staff Photographer

For Zack Honarvar, the future is very
clear.
Originally from Aurora, Honarvar
came to Wilfrid Laurier University
to study economics but realized he
wanted more. “I know that one day
I want to have my own start-up,”
Honarvar said about his plans for
the future. With his goals in mind, he
decided to set himself up for success.
“I was able to enrol and register
in a computer programming course
from Harvard called CS50,” he said.
He realized that to have a startup he
would need a working knowledge
of computer science; something he
knew little about. He also knew that
in order to successfully complete the
course, you need to work hard and
have the right equipment.
“I was using a lousy Sony Viao that
was practically a fossil,” Honarvar
said. “After only a few days in the
course, my laptop broke on me.”
He started using the campus
desktops in order to keep up with his
programming course and Laurier
work.
“It was such a pain not having
a laptop and I needed a solution
quick,” he said.
Why would he not just buy himself
a new computer? Well, as you can
imagine, as a student funds for a new

laptop don’t grow on trees.
In an entrepreneurial moment
of clarity, Honarvar realized what
he needed to do in order to get a
new laptop to support his computer
programming needs.
He decided to fundraise the money he needed in a unique way. He
approached a laser-etching company
and pitched them the idea of getting
local business’ logos engraved on
the new laptop’s exterior and charge
the companies a reasonable fee for
their ads. It was a win-win: Honarvar
would raise the money he needed
and the companies would get advertising wherever he was.
“I’m a really social guy and I’m
literally on campus all the time so
students are going to see the front of
my computer over and over again,”
Honarvar continued.
With contributions from Zenan
Glass, Deca, Mr. T-Shirt, Quick Sandwiches, Royal House Family, Braceland Student Painting and a small
donation from his friends, he was
able to raise the $1500 he needed for
a MacBook.
“I’m really excited about how the
whole thing turned out and how
fast it all came together,” he said.
Honarvar is looking to complete his
programming course and maybe
take this idea to the next level, but
for right now, he is happy with a new
computer.
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Lewis
Black in
review
Bryan Stephens
Arts & Life Editor

High Rise Studios set to
release first action movie

Contributed Photo

Kristen Lambie
Staff Writer

Kitchener-Waterloo has gone Hollywood with a new action film shot in
and set to premiere in the region.
High Rise Studio, a local independent film production company,
started up in 2010. The company
began by doing corporate videos and
commercials for local companies.
Since then, they have expanded
and are now producing other elements of a film such as short films,
documentaries and feature length
films. Their newest feature film,

Extraction Day, is set to premiere
in October. With one successful
full-length feature film released in
2012, Last Run, High Rise Studios has
create another action-packed feature
film that will set the record for more
to come.
“This is the first time we’ve made
an action movie,” said director Matthew Ninaber. “We had so much fun
blowing things up and doing car
chase scenes.”
After two years of production,
High Rise managed to create a film
that meets Hollywood standards. The
film uses state-of-the-art technology

and props such as the RED Digital
Cinema Camera, used to create films
like The Hobbit, The Expendables 3
and Transformers 4.
“As filmmakers we can put a camera on a helicopter and get the shots
that Hollywood is getting, and we
have the same camera that Hollywood is using for their productions,”
Ninaber said.
The new film was mostly shot in
the K-W area, with the exception
of one of their major fight scenes,
which was filmed in Toronto. In
addition, almost all of the actors and
production crew that took part in the

creation of the film were local talent.
Other talents include actress Allison
Busner from Montreal and actor
Andrew Roth from New York.
“This is the first movie of this size
that has been written, funded, acted,
edited and shot all by people in the
K-W region. There’re only two people
that we had to go out of this region
for.”
This film will be an adventure,
with Hollywood-style production
and action, not to mention explosions and chase scenes. It’s set to
premiere at the Landmark Theatre in
Waterloo on Oct. 20 and 27.

Profile

Bringing laughter to the region
ScotT Glaysher
Staff Writer

You haven’t known the true meaning
of difficult until you have tried to
write stand-up comedy. The mere
idea of telling a homemade joke in
front of an audience would scare
some people half to death. However,
for third-year economics student
Sohail Chatur, writing comedy is
nothing out of the ordinary.
“I’ve always enjoyed watching
stand-up comedy,” said Chatur.
“One day, though, I realized that it
wasn’t enough for me just to watch
it.”
Drawing inspiration from comedians such as Ed Byrne, Russell Peters
and Chris Rock, Chatur decided to
try his hand at writing. He frequented the Yuk Yuk’s comedy clubs in

Toronto and Kitchener to learn the
tricks of the trade.
“My first ever performance on
amateur night I got laughs, but then
the second time was absolute silence
for five minutes,” he said.
According to Chatur, the difficulty
of writing something that will get a
good crowd reaction is more organic
than formulaic.
“Jokes will come to me in all different forms. Sometimes something
funny will pop up in the middle of a
conversation, sometimes it will come
to me when I’m about to fall asleep
and a lot of the time it is just my
personal experiences,” he said.
Most amateur stand-up comedians are given a five-minute set at
local comedy clubs, which Chatur
said is more than enough time to tell
six to seven jokes.

“Jokes will come to me in
all different forms ... a lot
of the time it is just my
personal experiences.”

-Sohail Chatur, founder of Crooked
Sword Comedy

He continued that the key to a
short set is to “have multiple jokes
and punchlines to keep the audience
laughing the whole time, instead of
just once at the end.”
Chatur, on top of performing
started his own company in July —
Crooked Sword Comedy — that aims
to bring more comedy outlets to the

Kitchener-Waterloo area.
Crooked Sword Comedy gives
amateurs a place to practice their
material and hone in on their skills.
They also bring out semi-professional and professional comedians for
performances.
“To get started I basically made
a list of venues and started making calls and sending e-mails” said
Chatur.
Churchill Arms, a local pub, saw
the potential and now hosts Crooked
Sword Comedy nights on Wednesdays. On top of that, Molly Bloom’s in
Kitchener reached out to Chatur to
host a comedy night.
The need for live comedy in K-W
is evident from the feedback Chatur
has been getting, and he said this
need is something he always wanted
for the area.

Lewis Black is not afraid to speak his
mind.
Self-described as a “tad neurotic,”
Black brought his politically-charged
comedy to Centre in the Square Sept.
14. From addressing the current state
of American politics to describing
the process of a colonoscopy, the
evening consisted of topics that appeared to be irksome to Black.
For the majority of the show,
Black showed that he still has the gift
of making people laugh. On top of
his career as a stand-up comedian,
The 66-year old, who has worked
in television and film, managed to
make people laugh throughout his
performance. Not skipping a beat,
Black is self-aware of the need to stay
current, evident in his use of an iPad
towards the end of his set.
While at times showing his age by
stuttering to form some sentences,
Black still proved his connection to
the time we live in, addressing current political issues and was quick to
address his thoughts and opinions
on the current American government.
At one point he even went through
the things that the American public
enjoyed more than Congress, such
as Kim Kardashian and gonorrhea,
which he felt should be reclaimed as
a word for the beauty it beholds.
Black went into many details
about previous stops on the tour,
from the bleak weather he experienced in Ireland to the Socialist
workings of Sweden and Denmark.
One of the highlights of the performance was his ability to speak his
mind, albeit in an abrasive and blunt
manner.
Unafraid of the backlash his words
might cause, Black at one point talked about the details of a colonoscopy
with the audience, which received
much laughter from the crowd.
Overall the show was met with a
great reaction from the audience.
Most of the jokes Black told was met
with audience approval.
While the occasional slip showed
that Black is starting to age, his presence on stage, coupled with his comedic fits of rage resonated well with
the crowd and made for an enjoyable
performance.
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Moving towards an impartial system of enforcing
noise complaints
During Orientation Week, multiple
complaints were made because of
the noise coming from Frosh Circus
at Bingemans.
Apparently, residents living as far
as two kilometres away heard the
noise from the event.
They complained because of the
loudness of the music and also because the type of music being played
had an abundance of profanities.
This inevitably draws our attention
to the broader area of law covering
neighbour relations.
At what point does noise from
one household or compound — be
it from a crying baby, a lawnmower,
music, religious activities or even
just simple conversation — become
disturbing to inhabitants of another
household or compound?
More so, at what point does it become clear that a complaint is made
not out of genuine disturbance, but
out of malicious intent or pedantry?
The answers to these questions are
obviously subjective, as each case
varies substantially. However, there
are several theories on the subject.
On one hand, there is the possibility
that in enforcing noise complaints
city officials are relatively biased in
their treatment of complaints against
students.
This theory is backed solely by
accounts of over-exaggerated complaints, which in turn almost always
lead to over-exaggerated fines.
On the other hand, there is the
view that harsh enforcement of noise

complaints in student communities
is an explicit response to students’
obnoxiousness, manifested in loud
music, rowdy parties and late night
howling.
There are some elements of truth
in both accounts, but an analysis of
the situation would be incomplete
without looking at some other factors.
One of such factors includes the
granting of “noise exemptions” to
certain entities, most of which have
very stern intentions on disturbing
the peace and serenity of several
neighborhoods. For example, at
times construction companies are
given permission to carry on their
duties through the night, almost as
if all the noise generated during the
day isn’t enough to vex residents.
It is unfair that, in the same community that chastises students for
obnoxious behavior, certain activities
or entities are given explicit permission to disturb the peace— a privilege they make sure to use fully.
Ultimately, this issue comes down
to simple compromise, an idea we’ve
become familiar with since leaving
the state of nature.
It is important for us to respect our
neighbours, just as they respect us;
but more importantly, it is important
for us when dealing with complaints
(and other things) to dump whatever
preconceived notions we have of
certain groups, or favouritism we
afford to other groups, in favour of
impartiality.

joshua awolade/graphics editor

Alleviating our existential fears and taking the initiative
What is our purpose on earth? Are
we to do only what we are told to do,
or are we to dig deeper in order to
find a deeper meaning and understanding of our existence?
Several prominent thinkers have
battled with these questions, including the likes of Soren Kierkegaard,
Friedrich Nietzsche, Jean-Paul
Sartre, Albert Camus and Fyodor
Dostoevsky.
Nonetheless, very few of them, if
any at all, have been able to alleviate
any existential fears people, including university students, may have.
Sohail Chatur, however, managed to
figure out how to alleviate his.
He is a third-year economics
student at Wilfrid Laurier University
who, while toggling other responsibilities, was able to start a local
comedy business.
While many students look at
university as a bubble in which no
tangible things can be achieved or
learned beyond the four walls of
a classroom, Chatur transcended
that method of thought and is now
doing something he really loves to
do — something that certainly can’t
be taught in an economics class on
game theory or financial statistics.
This isn’t simply to encourage
students to take on activities beyond
the classroom, but also to remind

students of the importance of taking
the initiative against all odds, and
doing what it is they truly want to do,
be it starting a comedy gig, working
on a fictional short story, or even
starting a mobile application.
This also isn’t a plea to students
about getting involved, because we
believe that rhetoric places more
importance on building the perfect
resume than on having tangible
experiences; instead, it is an attempt
to encourage students to engage in
deep thought about their interests
and talents now rather than later.
There shouldn’t be a gap in industriousness between life in university
and life after.
Students will be better served if
they stop thinking of university as
a safe haven or bubble, in which
the duties of the real world can be
forgone.
In fact, there is no better time to
start “living your life” than at university. If more students are able to
take this initiative, the conundrum of
discovering what our purpose is will
become less of a conundrum and
more of a delightful process. In the
long run, it would lead to a generation of students who, even without
having any background philosophical knowledge, are able to address
their existential fears.

These unsigned editorials are based off informal discussions and then
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On the helium shortage
marissa evans
senior news editor

I’m guilty of it, you’re guilty of it — at
one point in time we’ve all jumped
on a bandwagon for a cause. Maybe
we truly did care about cancer
research.
For two months leading up to
Relay For Life, we posted statistics
about cancer on Facebook.
But when Relay was over, so was
our passion for advocating. Then we
were on to the next fad.
I want to talk about a passion of
mine that has stuck with me, and is
without a bandwagon because so few
people know about it.
Something that gets me heated
up, even though it sounds silly when
I start talking about it. I want to talk
about helium.
There is a helium shortage. Scientists estimate that by the year 2020,
our helium reserves will be empty.
So, what, no more floating balloons at birthday parties or events?
That sounds like the least of our
problems. But in reality, helium is a
truly valuable resource.
For one, it’s used in MRI machines. These machines have a large
magnet that contains superconducting wire that needs to be cooled to
-233 degrees Celsius.
Helium is the only element on
Earth that can keep the magnet this
cold.
Without helium, we will be unable
to continue manufacturing MRI
machines or repair damaged ones,
thereby severely mitigating our abil-

There is a helium shortage.
Scientists estimate that by
the year 2020, our helium
reserves will be empty.

ity to scan our bodies for diseases or
other problems.
One of the reasons helium is so
valuable is because it’s an inert element, which means it’s perfectly safe
to work with.
Helium is the second most
abundant element in the universe,
so it seems strange that we could be
approaching a shortage.
The answer to this riddle is in
the method with which helium is
produced.
Helium is produced by the slow
decay of radioactive materials in the
Earth’s crust.
When the helium reaches the surface it floats out of our atmosphere
because it’s lighter than air.
The helium that composes our atmosphere isn’t really useful because
it only comprises 0.00053 per cent.
However, some of it does get
trapped in the ground and can be
extracted along with natural gas.
The Federal Helium Reserve
located in Amarillo, Texas supplies
one-third of the world’s demand for
helium.
They threatened to shut down in
order to pay off the facility’s debt, but
last year a decision was made to keep
the reserve open and gradually sell
off the gas.

But as the United States’ supply
dwindles, helium prices are expected
to skyrocket.
The first time I heard this information, I felt frustrated. Some of the
best stories about humanity are
about people using science to invent
cutting edge technology, such as
MRI machines.
Then we go and undermine this
progression by using helium for
party balloons and other frivolous
functions.
Although we are probably going
to run out of helium regardless of
whether we continue to waste it on
balloons, I can’t help but think how
incredibly selfish that is.
Maybe you don’t care there is a
helium shortage. Maybe you think
that even if we do run out of helium,
scientists will find another element
to use in MRI machines or develop
other methods to achieve the same
end.
You might be right. In the past we
have worked through roadblocks
and found other means to sustain
technology.
My point, then, is that you
shouldn’t be afraid to get passionate
about seemingly silly things.
When we simply jump on the
bandwagon of whatever social
injustice or charitable cause is being
blown up at the time, we cause it
to become commonplace and ourselves to become complacent.
If we see the same messages
plastered to our Facebook newsfeed
every day, it’s easy to take the cause
for granted and overlook the humanity that’s working so passionatley
behind the movement.
So get excited about what matters
to you, and maybe on your birthday
let people know you don’t want any
balloons.
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Implications of an independent Scotland
Mynt Marsellus
WEB DIRECTOR

A little over 19 years ago, Canada was
nearly divided by a vote. Five million
Quebecers voted on the question of
independence for their province and
only slightly more than half of them
decided that a united Canada was
stronger than a divided one.
On Sept. 18, five million Scots will
be deciding the same thing for Scotland and the United Kingdom.
This vote has the kind of global
significance that the Quebec vote
simply didn’t muster.
Should the Scots choose to secede,
it would be the first time a world
power was divided by democratic
vote since the end of the colonial
age.
Moreover, there are several independence movements around the
world paying attention to this vote; if
the Scots can secede peacefully, why
can’t they?
It’s easy to understate the importance of this vote because we are
now so far from the world characterized by the last major realignments
due to separatism and nationalism:
Yugoslavia and Ireland.
After the cold war ended, what
was once a multi-ethnic country
held together by a communist government was divided due to two nationalist referendums in Croatia and
Slovenia. After declaring independence, the Yugoslavian government
declared war on both of its former
constituencies.
The rest is history: a very bloody

war, characterized by civilian deaths
and tribalism, ensued until the end
of that decade with NATO’s bombing
campaign.
The Republic of Ireland on the
other hand achieved independence
in a relatively less violent way in
the 1930s, only leaving the mostly
protestant Northern Ireland with the
United Kingdom.
However, in the mid-1960s a sectarian divide on mostly political lines
led to 30 years of what are known as
“The Troubles.” Bloody guerilla warfare from both sides with atrocities
too many to count, mostly caused
by the desire to see a united Ireland
from many across the two countries.
While there is more history involved, what is important here is that
peace was achieved through a vote
in 1998. 71% of Northern Ireland and
94% of the Republic voted in favour
of what is now the status quo of British/Irish relations.
Wars led to world powers doing
all they could to shut down independence movements.
There wasn’t a peaceful way to
handle the situations then, so countries pushed a united front as the
means to long-term prosperity.
Three years later, the world was
brought into upheaval by the War on
Terror after 9/11 and it seemed that
most independence movements had
begun to subside.
The Parti Quebecois lost an
election in 2003 and hasn’t held
majority power since. Movements in
Catalonia, Basque, Flanders, Wales
and Scotland have either been given
a degree of regional autonomy to appease the nationalists or lost support
entirely.
Hong Kong and Macau have also
been given back to China and the
desire for unification seems to out-
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weigh the desire for division across
the world.
As Scotland prepares to vote, the
public intelligentsia are having a
conversation about what it means to
be a country.
Are fears of cultural homogeneity legitimate and should groups
like Catalonia, Basque, Corsica and
Quebec have autonomy?
Were lines drawn incorrectly when
nations were formed? Should ethnic
groups cohabitate in divided countries before they even decide what
they want for themselves? Should
occupying or dominant forces be

allowed to make decisions for the
people they occupy?
Furthermore, it’s not just about independence. Since the U.S. government effectively shut down last year,
American cities have seen a streak of
huge initiatives within their bounds,
including minimum wage increases,
laws concerning business and environmental regulation.
Municipal governments in the
U.S. seem to be feeling the same as
Scotland is right now. If the national
government won’t do anything, the
municipal governments will.
These are massive questions that

we have only just scratched the surface of and that the vote for Scottish
independence puts into stark clarity.
Should the Scots vote for independence, it will spark more movements
across the world for more division
for the sake of self-determination.
Should they vote the measure down,
it will only signify to the rest of the
world that nations should have the
right to choose for themselves.
Either way, we have entered a
brave new world. Not just for the
sake of nations, but also for the type
of governance we will be part of in
the future.

Flaws of O-Week, from a former icebreaker
James blake
Radio laurier station mgr

To start things off, I have to say Wilfrid Laurier University’s Orientation
Week has incredible value and was a
great experience two out of the three
times I have participated. With that
being said, it also has some big flaws.
First of all, there is the problem of
tired icebreakers.
Icebreaking is a great experience;
my year as an icebreaker was an
experience I will never forget, but it
also came with a gigantic downside.
With Laurier having such an
action packed O-Week, those who
lead the first years find themselves
not only having to attend almost
all events, but also having to attend
meetings paired around them.
You have little breaks from long
days that start at 8 a.m. at the latest,
and tend to go as late as midnight.
This results in a minimum of 70
hours put in during the week when
looking at the schedule this year.
On top of this, class now starts
during O-Week. In the past, one day
of rest wasn’t even enough; now
icebreakers have to rotate between
being diligent icebreakers and being
diligent students.
With the massive commitment of
O-Week, icebreakers are worked to
the bone every year, which ultimately
results in colds, lost voices and other

will huang/photo editor

side effects of an overworked immune system.
As an icebreaker I was sick for the
first week of classes in fourth year. A
balance needs to be found between
making O-Week the best it can be,
while ensuring it does not drain
those who participate.
The second issue is one of a lack
of alternatives. Some of the big criticisms I have heard against O-Week
is that there is a lack of alternative
programming, resulting in first-year
students who feel like their choice is
to do what the rest of their floor does
or stay back alone.
It doesn’t have to be like that.

Laurier Students’ Public Interest Research Group has hosted Rad Week
for six years now; this event has provided free and interesting alternative
events for students to attend.
The Wilfrid Laurier University
Students’ Union also offers some
alternative programming to their
regular O-Week.
This year, they had a movie during
the On Campus Celebration and
a recreation class during Comedy
Night.
The issue is that icebreakers and
other O-Week volunteers are not informed about these alternatives and
make no apparent effort to present

them as options.
I participated in three O-Weeks: as
a first-year, Shinerama volunteer and
an icebreaker, respectively, and not
once was I informed about alternative options.
This was such a disappointment
because LSPIRG events would
have been a much better option for
several of my first years when I was
a breaker. In a time where mental
health is more in the spotlight than
ever before, O-Week needs to remember that pigeonholing everyone
into one option is not a smart choice.
The third issue is the inefficient
hiring process. After some apparent

issues with hiring a few years back,
the lottery system was adopted.
In plain terms, all applicants must
attend an info session and get better
than a 75 per cent on the STARR
format application and have a GPA of
5.0 or higher.
25 per cent of the spots are for veteran breakers, and their applications
include evaluations from previous
years.
Those left over get thrown into a
pool with the rest for the remaining
spots. The flaws with this are plentiful.
For one, older students, who are
probably already familiar with the
STARR marking system, find it easier
to get a passing STARR grade.
Moreover, a bad mark on a former
icebreaker’s evaluation from a partner, quad group or head icebreaker
only lessens the chance of winning
the lottery, but does not eliminate
them.
The result is potentially hiring
first-time and returning breakers who are not a good fit to lead
incoming first-years for a multitude
of reasons. A new process is needed
that can help ensure those people
who are leading first years are always
the best ones for the job.
While these three points can
seem overly negative, I do not hate
O-Week. It is a great opportunity for
so many people involved.
The purpose of this is to get the
conversation going as a campus and
to ensure one of the most important
times of the year is not just following the status quo, but constantly
improving.
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Football

Following in the path of greatness
Mitchell Consky
Staff Writer

James Fracas has football in his
blood.
The Wilfrid Laurier University
Golden Hawks’ late grandfather,
Gino Fracas, played in the Canadian
Football League where he won two
Grey Cups in 1955 and 1956 with the
Edmonton Eskimos.
Gino later became a renowned
Ontario University Athletics coach
with the Windsor Lancers from 1968
to 1986 where he won two titles.
In 2011 he was inducted into the
Canadian Football Hall of Fame.
Fracas discussed the influence his
grandfather had in mentoring his
football career in its earliest stages.
“We would sit down for hours on
end and talk about strategy and anything football related,” said Fracas.
“The passion was so strong for both
him and my father. I couldn’t really
help but have that same passion rub
off onto me from a young age.”
His father, Paul Fracas, played for
the Windsor Lancers as a tight end
in the early 1980s, with Gino as his
head coach.
James’ grandfather passed away
in October 2009. His family was honoured when Laurier took on Windsor
on Sept. 6.
According to James, honouring
his grandfather was particularly
special because he never got to see
his grandfather coach or play. He
said the experience was humbling

as he felt the true weight of Gino’s
accomplishments.
“It was nice to see my grandfather’s memory honoured,” said
Fracas.
“What made it even more special
was that my dad was given the
honour to present my grandfather’s
award to the players. It was really
nice to see how much of an impact
he had in the game.”
Fracas’ grandfather was drafted
by the Ottawa Rough Riders in 1954,
after winning two Yates Cups with
Western University in 1952 and 1953.
He played the majority of his CFL
career for Edmonton.
In his first two years playing for
the Eskimos he won two championships and was later named captain.
Prior to founding and coaching
the Lancers, he coached the Alberta
Golden Bears from 1963 to 1967 and
guided the team to the National and
Conference Championships.
James Fracas recently spent
a week in training camp for the
Hamilton Tiger Cats this summer,
improving his skill and confidence
on the field. He went on to explain
his confidence in the entire team
moving into this season.
“As a team, we are even more confident than ever,” Fracas explained.
“We know we have got a special
team. We’ve got the athletes that can
really put a good product out on the
field and it’s really great to see us all
come together and do what needs to
be done.”
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James Fracas has is continuing line of football fame in his family, which began with his grandfather, Gino Fracas.

Soccer

Moving from gridiron to the pitch
Two former Laurier football players made the switch to soccer this season
drew Yates
staff writer

Two former Wilfrid Laurier University football players decided to take
their talents to another team.
Fourth-year forward Tyrell Wilson
and third-year goalie Julien John
tried out for the Laurier men’s soccer
team, a year after playing for the
football club. After participating in
their training camp, they both earned
spots on the team, becoming the
new goalkeeper and a new forward,
respectively.
Making the switch from football
to soccer was not an easy decision
for the two of them, and it ultimately
came down to several factors.
For John, playing time and being
able to contribute to the team were
major factors to him switching sports.
Over the summer he decided that
although he enjoyed football, it just
wasn’t for him.
“I kind of lost the fire in the offseason,” he said. “I didn’t prepare like
I have the past seasons.”
John also went to high school with
midfielder Jordan Kotsopolous, and
played soccer with him when they
were in school.
“We were talking about it kind of
jokingly and I decided in the back of
my mind that I was kind of considering it,” John said.
“But I really kept it to myself until
I decided.”
John is still really close with his
past teammates in football, and is
even living with a few of them still.
Wilson was also looking for more
playing time in soccer.
“After the East West Bowl, I went
into my fourth year, I didn’t really get
the opportunity to play as much as I

“I felt like it could make my
final year really fun and
possibly special.”

-Tyrell Wilson, forward
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Tyrell Wilson (left) and Julien John (right) decided football wasn’t for them.

like,” he explained.
Wilson also wanted to try soccer
to see if he was good enough to make
the university team.
He trained all throughout the summer with his old club, the Hamilton
Spartans, before the Hawks training
camp in August.
“[I wanted] one more opportunity
in soccer to see if I still had it, and
then play in university and then see
where it goes from there,” Wilson

said.
“Maybe [I’ll] try and play competitively after university.”
Although both athletes enjoyed
the strategic aspect of football and
enjoyed their time playing with the
team, they both decided it was for
the best.
One of the most challenging parts
of the transition for both athletes was
the amount of work and commitment
they had to put in from switching to

playing full-time football to full-time
soccer.
Their training changed because the
two sports are a little different.
Wilson noted that soccer requires
much more conditioning and running than its counterpart.
“Football is really demanding
time-wise,” Wilson said.
“You have to be in the gym and
doing your work on the field as well
as off the field. It’s really about explosion and weight lifting and being very
powerful, but with soccer it’s more
about playing and just getting your
touch.”
“[The training] hasn’t been a
struggle as much as the technical
side [of soccer]. I’m still not technically sound at all because I haven’t
really played much at all, so it’s going
to take some time to get that back,”
John said.
Ultimately, both athletes are happy
with their decision to switch over to
playing soccer this year and are looking forward to the upcoming year.
”I felt like it could make my final
year really fun and possibly special,
and right now it’s going according
to plan,” Wilson said. “I’m having a
great time.”
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Football

Hawks trample Waterloo at home
Josh Peters
Sports Editor

The Wilfrid Laurier University
Golden Hawks are no longer a team
in search of an identity.
After their 44-0 win against the
University of Waterloo moved them
to 2-1 this season, the Hawks made
their presence known in the league
with a combination of exceptional
running and kicking, a speedy defence and a passing offence that does
damage when it executes.
As long as running back Dillon Campbell is standing in the
backfield, the Hawks are going to run
the ball often, as demonstrated in
the past three games. His 204 yards
on Saturday puts him up to 674 this
season.
After an eight-game season last
year, he led Ontario University
Athletics with 867 yards, an average
of 108 per game. After three games
this season, he is averaging 224 yards
a game.
Campbell only played two quarters on Saturday, as he was taken out
to rest early in the third.
“They know Dillon is our guy. We
kind of had a goal to get him 200
yards at some point and get him out
of the game. So we got his 200 yards
and we got some other good backs
in there,” said head coach Michael
Faulds.
“It’s crazy to think about it,” Campbell said. “Guys joked around at half
like ‘DC only 169 so far, what’s going
on?’ But realistically that’s a great

“Guys joked around at half
like ‘DC only 169 so far,
what’s going on?’ ”

-Dillon Campbell, running back
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Anthony Pizzuti stiff arms a Waterloo Warrior defender as the Golden Hawks rolled to a 44-0 victory on Saturday.

game. Last season my most in one
game was 180 against Waterloo, and
now I’m averaging 200 per game.”
Fourth-year kicker Ronnie Pfeffer is also making huge waves this
season. On Saturday he became the
fifth player in Laurier history to have
200 career points. He also tied the
school record for field goals made in
a game with five, as well as kicking
the longest field goal in school his-

tory at 50 yards.
Pfeffer now leads the OUA with
the longest field goal, as well as the
longest average punt distance at 44.3
yards. His 45 points so far this year
trails only McMaster University’s
kicker Tyler Crapigna, who has 47.
“Ronnie is kicking that ball like
you wouldn’t believe … he’s worked
really hard this last year so it is good
to see it paying off,” Faulds said.

Pfeffer touched on his success and
attributed it to his teammates’ help
in the off-season.
“Personally, it’s been great, but
there is a lot still to do in the season.
This summer I was working really
hard,” he said. “Everyone in the summer was just helping me and trying
to make the whole team successful.”
The Hawks defence has shown
speed and strength this season and

FOOTBALL

RUGBY

The impact of
ineligibility
Josh Peters
Sports Editor
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Men’s rugby had a tough time handling the McMaster Marauders on Sunday afternoon, and were defeated 35-17.

Rugby falls to McMaster
Kobi Lee
cord Sports

On Sunday afternoon, the Wilfrid
Laurier University men’s rugby team
had high hopes as they faced the
McMaster Marauders.
They entered the game 1-1, and
were hoping to improve their record
against a rugby club of similar
strength.
The Golden Hawks did not meet
their expectation and fell 35-17 to
the Marauders.
Laurier started off strong, leading 5-3 10 minutes into the game.
However, the rest of the first half
was dominated by McMaster as they
scored 22 straight points and went
into halftime leading the Hawks
25-5.
The second half saw a stronger
showing from the home team, as
each club scored two tries.
Head coach Ian McLeod felt as
if the team did not live up to their
potential against McMaster, until it

leads the OUA in sacks with 10. They
have also been strong against the
run, only allowing 83 yards per game.
However, they are in the bottom three in the league in penalties
per game, averaging about 15. The
Hawks have lost 440 yards this year
on penalties, which could hurt them
as they play the better teams in the
province.
The club now heads into a bye
week and they’ll need all the time
they can get to rest up their team.
Marcus Arkarakas and Will Pitt-Doe
did not dress for the game against
Waterloo after going down in the loss
to Windsor.
Faulds discussed what this week
will involve for the team.
“It’ll be almost like training camp
mode where we get all of our young
guys some good reps, and get some
guys healthy too. It’ll be another
week to get a lot of our starters back
hopefully for homecoming,” he said.
The Carleton Ravens make their
way to University Stadium on Saturday Sept. 27 at 1 p.m.

was too late.
“We’re better than we showed. I
think you saw glimpse of that in the
second half where we were actually
outscoring them,” he said.
Third-year lock, Andrew Thomson, who had two tries for Laurier,
noted that the team has room for
improvement.
“We feel asleep for 20 minutes. We
need to work on rallying, working
hard and getting back in [to games],”
he said.
Multiple penalties committed by
Laurier led to McMaster scoring 11
points against them, mostly off of
penalty kicks.
The Hawks were also forced to
play a player short after second-year
Nathan Roberts was sent off for an
unsportsmanlike penalty.
The team’s mindset is something
that McLeod has been working on
since he arrived to coach the team
this year.
He was unimpressed with the
team’s showing in the first part of the

“Once we learn to
control the emotion and
the discipline I think you’ll
see us play a much more
fluid game.”
-Ian McLeod, head coach

game, as they were unable to hold
themselves together mentally.
“It’s costing us points and in the
end it costs us that game. It’s very
difficult when we are letting our
emotion control us more than we
should,” said McLeod.
“Once we learn to control the
emotion and the discipline I think
you’ll see us play a much more fluid
game.”
The Hawks continue their season
in London on Saturday Sept. 20
against the Western Mustangs.

On Sept. 10, the Queen’s Golden
Gaels football team announced they
would be forced to forfeit their first
two games of the season due to playing an academically ineligible player.
The fact that this went under the
radar for two games into the season
is unsettling to the reputation of
Queen’s, and places an enormous
burden on a student athlete.
The player, third-year defensive
back Brendan Morgan, was ineligible
due to the number of passing credits
he received during the 2013-14 academic year.
That means his grades were most
likely finalized in April or May, he
trained the entire summer, attended
training camp in late August and
paid tuition. All of this was under
the assumption that he was playing
varsity football for Queen’s in the fall.
Now that the situation has been
brought to light, Morgan will miss
the rest of the season, but will still
be allowed to practice and train with
the club.
Morgan issued a statement
last Thursday, explaining he was
“devastated” by the situation and he
accepts responsibility for the forfeit
in the home opener.
Canadian Interuniversity Sport
dictates that each player must pass
18 hours worth of credits between
playing season.
Apparently, Morgan slipped
through the cracks because he
“wasn’t on the academic probations
list.” In other words, he had not ran
into any issues in the past so he was

not looked into in this instance.
Morgan reportedly misunderstood
the requirements and was unaware
that he was ineligible. Regardless
of whether or not that is true, the
concerning part is not that Morgan
played anyway, but rather that the
situation was looked over by the
entire athletics department.
Their sole responsibility is to
ensure the stability of a player’s
academic and athletic future. In this
case, Morgan’s school failed him on
both of those levels.
Essentially, what this situation
does is place the blame of having to
forfeit a home-opening victory on a
young student athlete.
Irrespective of the fact that
Queen’s is standing by their player
and admits it was their fault in not
identifying this sooner, the fact still
remains some will still point the
finger to Morgan simply because
someone did not check how many
hours he was in class.
Furthermore, this is Morgan’s
Canadian Football League draft
eligibility year.
Even though a team theoretically
could select him, they will most
likely steer clear due to the amount
of bad press he has received.
The entire Queen’s football club,
who currently sits at 0-3, now suffers
because of a mistake by their athletics department.
The department may or may not
have known that Morgan was ineligible, but the result moving forward
will be the same. They will be forced
to put procedures in place to make
sure it does not happen again.
The message to other university
athletic departments across the
country is now clear: academically
ineligible players are not something
that can be taken lightly. They have
consequences on a team’s record,
reputation and morale.

